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Message from the
president of SSB
It is with pleasure I am writing the first column for the
Swedish Society of Biomechanics newsletter. Our intentions are to provide short newsletters from the society
arriving in your inbox about once per semester. These
will serve as an additional path of information from the
council and society to you, the members.
All members are invited to contribute information
of general interest, scientific articles, advertisements or
particular items of discussion. Contributions may be sent
to us via our contact form: www.swebiomech.org/contact/
or our e-mail: swebiomech@gmail.com.
establishing ssb has been a goal for me for some
years now, and I was excited to see the big turnout at our
second annual meeting in Stockholm in March. Next
year we will reach 100-participants! We in the council are
taking this as a sign that the society is well on the way of
establishing itself and serving as an important meeting
place for the growing Swedish biomechanics research
community.
One of our major first goals with SSB was to improve
the knowledge of the Swedish Biomechanics community - Basically make sure we know each other and who is
where. This is starting to pay off! We also would like the
SSB to play an active role in positioning biomechanics
as a topic and improving awareness of biomechanics and
its possibilities in the eyes of policy makers and research
funders. Here, we need your help! Submit funding applications regularly, and use biomechanics as a keyword so
we are able to track numbers and use this for our advantage.
I also would like to give heads up for the next year’s
SSB conference in Stockholm that will take place in
March. We are in the planning and are hoping to reveal
the dates shortly. We are currently analysing the feedback
from this year’s meeting and one new feature will be to
include a one day pre-course for PhD students, followed
by the two-day scientific meeting for all. Most likely the
pre-course will be on “Research ethics in biomechanics”.

There will also be more space for posters.
During our last meeting, I found myself thinking a lot
about the role of SSB and how we can create an environment and meeting place that adds something unique for
all of us and that makes us want to prioritize this meeting
in our ever ending busy schedules. I think the meeting
was excellent and the quality of the presentations were
high. Yet there is plenty of space for improvements, and
we will continue to develop the content with the foremost
goals to have a friendly and supportive environment
where young scientists have the chance to present the
research and with plenty of time for scientific discussions,
to a very low cost.
Still it is always possible to play with parameters and
try to balance the programme differently: How much
time shall be allocated to each speaker? What should the
balance be between PhD students and senior presenters?
Keynotes from Sweden or elsewhere? How can we provide
enough opportunities for discussion? How can we meet
the different needs and expectations of the many different
sub-topics within biomechanics? Your feedback is most
welcome and we look forward to developing these concepts in close connections with our members.
but before the next SSB meeting, we have an exciting
summer comment up with at least two larger international biomechanics conferences, ISB in Calgary and ESB in
Vienna. SSB will arrange some smaller gatherings during
those conferences for Swedish participants, so please
keep your heads up if you are planning on
attending these conferences. At the ISB
meeting, Toni Arndt is the contact
person and at the ESB meeting,
I will arrange a drink gathering.

Hanna Isaksson
hanna.isaksson@bme.lth.se

KTH BioMEx Center
The BioMEx Center (Biomechanical
Modelling and Experimentation
Center) was created at KTH Royal
Institute of Technology in 2013 and
has been supported by the president
of KTH ever since.
The BioMEx Center spans several schools and research
faculties at KTH, including senior researchers and research infrastructures in computational mechanics, solid
mechanics, fluid mechanics, experimentation, medical
imaging, robotics and mechatronics and high performance computing, to name a few. Despite our different
focuses, our common link is our use of mechanics to solve
problems, analyze consequences, explore potential clinical
treatments, and predict likely outcomes.
KTH researchers within biomechanics have collaborative partners within academia, healthcare, industry, sports
institutes and other public and private organizations. Our
goals during the first 5 years have been:
•

•

•

to congregate research and researchers in biomechanics at KTH into an established center in order to
more vigorously meet the future demands in medical
applications, technological progress and product
development.
to create a research environment with the size and
visibility to acquire larger principal financing, as well
as funding for large-scale cross-disciplinary research
and development activities, both within basic research
and in applied clinical and industrial research.
to inspire and be inspired by industry and healthcare
to research the development of new products and
processes.

we have arranged a number of invited lectures and
seminars on specific topics in Biomechanics, such as
Human Movement Biomechanics, Biofluid Mechanics,
Constitutive Tissue Modelling, Biomechanical Imaging

and Biomechatronics and Wearable Robotics, and will be
arranging more this year and next. We actively welcome
input, ideas and participation!
It has also been in accordance with these goals that we
have reached out to all scientists and clinicians in Sweden
these past few years, and organized and sponsored the annual meetings of SSB. We believe that together with scientists at KTH and at other medical, technical, and health/
sports universities in Sweden, we can serve as the leading
Scandinavian center in biomechanics research. We have
also, together with many of you as co-authors, contacted
funding organizations within Sweden to emphasize the
importance, the size and the quality of biomechanics
research in Sweden.
we therefore take this opportunity to reach out to all
scientists, clinicians and R&D engineers within biomechanics in Sweden and we invite active participation from
your organisation. If we can unite and join forces, we will
be able to tackle even more societal challenges and to
perform even more excellent science. I encourage you to
contact one of us in the center’s management to discuss
how the BioMEx Center can include your organisation,
and one day, span to include several universities and
organisations.

Best wishes
Lanie Gutierrez-Farewik,
Professor of Biomechanics and
Director of the KTH BioMEx
Center
on behalf of the whole
management team:
Christian Gasser, Professor
Rodrigo Moreno, Assoc. Professor
Lisa Prahl-Wittberg, Assoc. Professor
Svein Kleiven, Professor
Ruoli Wang, PhD

SBB Logo
competition
Thank you all for your many and creative
contributions to our logo competition for our
society during the meeting in March. It was
really impressive to see all 20+ suggestions
that came in.
From the sketches that got most of your
votes, the council selected one logo to move
forward with. This was also the option that
received most votes from the members.
We asked a designer to make an electronic
version based on this sketch and we got a few
more suggestions from which we selected the
new SSB logo. Thus, we are proud to present
the new SSB logo.





Now, we are all very curious to know who
drew the sketch for the winning logo?

SSB 2nd
Annual
Meeting
The second annual meeting of the SSB was a great success.
We thank the KTH BioMEx center that for second consecutive year has covered in full the expenses of this event.
This year’s event was held at Skåvsjöholm, in a wonderful
area just outside of Stockholm.
Many old but also many new faces were present, which
led to a total of over 90 attendees! It is good to see that our
young, recently founded society is quickly growing. With
a group this big it is no surprise that there were many
high quality podium and poster presentations, both from
seniors and students. Additionally, there were 2 fantastic

keynote speakers; Dr. Katarina Bohman from Volvo cars
and Prof. Charlotte Häger from Umeå University. At the
general assembly that was held during the meeting the
sitting council was re-elected until 2021.
As council we were very glad to see a very high
response rate on the survey that we sent out after the
meeting and we are even happier to read all the positive
feedback. We have already started working on the meeting
for next year and we will make sure to take all your comments and suggestions into account to make the annual
meeting an even better experience.

Upcoming events
28th Congress of the
International Society of
Biomechanics 2021
(ISB 2021)
Update ISB 25-29 July, 2021 Stockholm. The organising
team will have its first meeting with the professional
congress organiser (PCO) and Waterfront project leader in June. After the initial securing of important basic
details such as the venue, seed funding and blocking of
hotel rooms, this will be the beginning of more concrete
planning. We would really appreciate any assistance from
SSB members who feel motivated to help the congress to
be the success we feel it will be!
Specifically, if any SSB members are particularly interested in Footwear Biomechanics, we really need further
help in planning and organising the Footwear Biomechanics Symposium, which is a satellite event to ISB. This
meeting will take place just prior to the ISB congress in
Visby, Gotland. Please contact toni.arndt@gih.se if you are
interested or have questions about this!

A further position we should have as soon as possible
is a person responsible for sponsorship and technical exhibition. If you have experience in this aspect of congress
organisation we (Lanie Gutierrez Farewik or Toni Arndt)
would love to hear from you.
More positions will be required at later dates. Please
remember that we are also happy to hear of any suggestions SSB members might have for keynote lecturers.

27th Congress of the International
Society of Biomechanics 2021
(ISB 2019)

25th Congress of the European
Society of Biomechanics
(ESB 2019)

SSB event at ISB in Calgary. For all those attending the ISB congress in Calgary this summer, we
suggest we Swedes have a bit of a get together on
one evening. So please save the date on Thursday,
1st August after the scientific sessions. Toni Arndt
will try to find an appropriate bar to meet at.

SSB event at ESB in Vienna. For all those attending
the ESB congress in Vienna this summer, we suggest
we Swedes have a bit of a get together on one evening.
Hanna Isaksson will try to find an appropriate bar to
meet at.

Latest

PhD defences

Stefan Gantelius, Karolinska Institute
Title: Muscle Composition, Reach, Physical Activity and Botulinum Toxin
Treatment in Children with Cerebral Palsy.
Link: https://openarchive.ki.se/xmlui/handle/10616/46461
Please send us new PhD defences using the form www.swebiomech.org/
contact/ or our e-mail: swebiomech@gmail.com

Communication
Channels
Webpage
We now have a webpage up and running: swebiomech.org/
Now it is our mission as members of SSB to keep it updated. Specifically,
we want to improve
•
•

List of the research groups in Sweden: swebiomech.org/research/
List of courses at Master’s and PhD student level: swebiomech.org/education/

Notice that you can help us by uploading job offers:
www.swebiomech.org/job-opportunities/

Suggestions
We are now also in Twitter: @SweBiomech

COUNCIL MEMBERS

Email list

president
Hanna Isaksson (Lund University)

We have created a closed e-mail list for members of the
SSB biomechanics@lists.liu.se
This e-mail list is intended to be a communication
forum for the members of the society. Feel free to post
questions, suggestions, ideas, comments and information that might be of interest of our community. Notice
that the e-mails of this list reach all members of SSB.
If you want to send information/questions/suggestions
to the council, please use instead the form:
www.swebiomech.org/contact/ or our e-mail:
swebiomech@gmail.com

secretary
Jonas Stålhand (Linköping University)
treasurer
Cecilia Persson (Uppsala University)
education
Lanie Gutierrez-Farewik (KTH Royal Institute of
Technology)

student representative and social media
Joeri Kok (Lund University)
liaison with other societies
Toni Arndt (GIH The Swedish School of Sport and

Suggestions

Health Sciences)

We are in the phase of consolidating our society. Thus, it
is very important for us to receive feedback, suggestions,
information that you would like to have in the next
number of our newsletter, what information you would
like to add to the webpage, latest PhD defences, articles
for the next newsletter, etc.

EDITOR
Rodrigo Moreno
rodmore@kth.se

web and membership
Rodrigo Moreno (KTH Royal Institute of Technology)
contact with funding bodies
Laszlo Fuchs (KTH Royal Institute of Technology)
planning of events
Josefine Naili (Karolinska Institute)

